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Three John Keysers of Germantown Pennsylvania in the Revolutionary Era

Three men named John Keyser are found in the pre-Revolutionary War tax records of
Germantown, Philadelphia County Pennsylvania. Some of these records state the
occupation of each John Keyser. This makes it possible to distinguish between these men

and to document their respective families and their Revolutionary War service.

The pre-Revolutionary War records found for John Keyser in Germantown provide

evidence for their respective occupations:

1769 tax records for the 3 men named John Keyser in Germantown PA'

Name Location Year Details

John Keyser Germantown 1769 Mason, 3.5 acres
and dwelling

John Keyser Germantown 1769 Cordwainer, 1 acre
and dwelling

John Keiser Germantown 1769 Tanner, 5 acres
and dwelling

1774 Tax Records for John Keyser, Germantown, Philadelphia PA?

Name Details Which John Keyser?

John Keyser 1 acre land and dwelling; £6.6.8 John Keyser, Cordwainer
same page as Jacob, Benjamin, Derick and Joseph Keyser
and Christian Snider

John Keyser 6 acres land and dwelling, Tanyard, £6.8.0 John Keyser, Tanner
G.R. to John Johnson
John Keyser 19 acres and Dwelling £11.17.4 John Keyser, Mason

G.R. to Leonard Nutz

Correlation of the 1774 tax records of Germantown with other evidence cited below support

the following conclusions:




e The John Keyser who owned 1 acre and a dwelling in Germantown in 1774 was John Keyser,
Cordwainer.

e The John Keyser who owned 19 acres and a dwelling and rented land to Leonard Nutz was
John Keyser, Mason.

e The John Keyser who owned 6 acres, a dwelling, and a Tanyard was John Keyser, Tanner.

John Keyser, Mason of Germantown PA

John Keyser, Mason of Germantown PA was taxed in that township in 1769 for 3.5
acres and a dwelling.® In 1784, John Keyser, Mason sold land in Germantown to his son-in-
law John Crout. This land had been previously granted to John Keyser in 1754.4 The 1802
will of John Crout, Cooper of Germantown names his wife as Barbara.® Barbara Keyser,
father Johannes Keyser, age 39, was born January 22, 1758 and baptized January 22, 1761
at St. Michaels Lutheran Church in Philadelphia. This record names 3 other children of
Johannes Keyser: Margaretha born February 1748, Henrich, born February 1751 and Michel

born November 6, 1760.°

1774 tax records for Germantown shows John Keyser record that owned 19 acres of
land and a dwelling, he rented some of that land to Leonard Nutz.” The1779 tax records for

Germantown have several entries for John Keyser next to his son-in-law John Crout:

1779 Tax Records for John Keyser
Germantown, Philadelphia County PA3

Name Details
John Keyser Assessed 900, Taxed 13.10
Same page as John Crout
John Keyser John Keyser 6 next to John Krout 1
John Keyser John Keyser 6 abated 2 next to
John Krout 1
John Keyser John Keyser 6 abated 2 next to

John Krout 1




The estate of John Keyser of Germantown, Mason was probated in 1799. The
administrator of his estate was John Nutz, Tanner. Leonard Nutz, Tanner was also named

on the bond as a guarantor.®

The land belonging to John Keyser, Mason is shown on the map below from the
Mapping West Philadelphia Application developed by the University of Pennsylvania.
Metadata for this lot indicates this 20 acres of land was purchased by him in 1754, which is
consistent with the 1784 deed naming his son-in-law John Crout. Current street names and
buildings are included in this images, but the landowners’ names are from October 1777.
The northeastern boundary of his land abuts the present Germantown Ave. near the current
location of the Germantown Friends School, and the current streets bounding on the long

sides of the property are West Coulter and West Penn Streets:"°



The map of the Battle of Germantown, which occurred October 4, 1777, is shown below: "
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The Germantown Friends schoolis 1.4 miles southeast of the Germantown Brethren
Church shown on the battlefield map. Both are located on Germantown Ave (labeled

Germantown Rd. on the map above). This places the property of John Keyser, Mason in the



middle of the battle, which may explain the tax abatement he received in 1779. He was also

taxed in Germantown in 1780:

1780 Tax Records for John Keyser, Mason, in Germantown, Philadelphia County PA!?
Name Details Which John Keyser
John Assessed 600 Taxed 28.5.0 John Keyser, Mason
Keyser Same page as John Crout

John Keyser, Mason Qualifies as a Patriotic Ancestor

A 1968 application for membership in the Sons of the American Revolution based
on the service of John Keyser states that he was bornin 1730 in Germantown PA and died in
1813 in Germantown. His wife is identified as Elizabeth Rinker. The service evidence in this
SAR record references the DAR Patriot Index. Descent for this application is through Jacob

Keyser, son of John Keyser, born 1754 in Germantown and died 1846 in Germantown. "

The DAR record for John Keyser born 1730 in Germantown, Philadelphia County PA died

1813 in Germantown states that he paid the Supply Taxin 1779, 1780, 1782, and 1783. His
wife is identified as Elizabeth Rinker and the lines of descent for DAR members are through
their children Charles, Jacob, and Mary.' John Keyser, Mason married Elizabeth Rinker and
died in 1799. As stated above, there is evidence in the 1779 and 1780 tax records that John

Keyser, Mason paid taxes in Germantown, qualifying him as a Patriotic Ancestor.

The evidence found supports the conclusion that the SAR and DAR records refer to
John Keyser the Mason, although the death date in the SAR record is incorrect. The tax
records for John Keyser in Germantown in 1779 show him next to John Crout, who was the

son-in-law of John Keyer the Mason. The 1780 tax record for him in Germantown also



shows him next to John Crout. This provides evidence that John Keyser the Mason

performed patriotic service by paying the supply taxin 1779 and 1780.

Summary of Evidence for the Identity John Keyser, Mason of Germantown PA

Identified as a Mason in the 1769 tax record for Germantown.

e |dentified as a Mason in the 1784 deed conveying land to his son in law John Crout.

e 1802 will of John Crout identifies his wife as Barbara.

e 1761 baptismalrecord of Barbar Keyser identifies her father as Johannes Keyser.

e 1799 probate record for John Keyser, Mason identifies his executor as John Nutz and
the guarantor of the administration bond as Leonard Nutz.

e 1774 taxrecord for Germantown shows John Keyser owning 19 acres and renting
land to Leonard Nutz.

e The 1777 map of land in Germantown shows John Keyser owning 20 acres.

e 1779 taxrecord for Germantown lists John Crout next to John Keyser and records
John Keyser as being entitled to an abatement of his taxes.

e The map of the Battle of Germantown shows the battle occurring along
Germantown Avenue where John Keyser the Mason’s property was located. This

could explain his 1779 tax abatement.

John Keyser, Tanner (Cordwainer, Shoemaker) of Germantown PA

John Keiser, Tanner was taxed on 5 acres and a dwelling in Germantown in 1769."

The March 7, 1775 deed of Jacob Keyser, Yeoman of Germantown PA and Margaret his wife,



identifies John Keyser, Tanner, of Germantown as the son of the Jacob Keyser. This deed

conveys 2 lots in Germantown to Mathias Rasor.®

The will of Rebecca Keyser of Germantown, Co. of Philadelphia was dated Jan 11,
1788 and probated Feb 23, 1788. She mentions a 1/6 part of her mother Anne Nedrow’s
estate which she had previously inherited. Her children were identified as Margaret
Brunner, Mary Keyser, Thomas Keyser, and Anna Keyser. The executors were named as her
trusty friend Matthias Rason and her son Thomas Keyser. Rebecca’s husband John Keyser was

not mentioned her the will.l”

A 1788 deed of Mathias Rasor of Germantown to John and Rebecca Keyser of
Roxborough Township, Philadelphia County. This deed identifies John Keyser’s trade as
Tanner and Cordwainer. This deed establishes a trust relationship with Matthias Rasor
overseeing the trust for Rebecca Keyser’s and her children’s use of 3 parcels of land: 305
acres in Skippack Township, Montgomery County, 95 acres in Lampeter Township,
Lancaster County, and 12 acres in Germantown, Philadelphia County . Her husband is
explicitly excluded from any profit from this land. This deed also references Rebecca’s will
and extends the trust relationship to her children. The deed was recorded February 22,

1788 after Rebecca’s will was proved.™

The estate of Ann Nedrow, of Bristol Township, Montgomery County PA was
administered by Mathias Rasor and Jacob Shoemaker, who filed a petition on January 16,
1778 regarding the disposition of the assets of the estate. The estate of Ann Nedrow owned

lands in Montgomery, Lancaster and Philadelphia Counties.' Ann Nedrow inherited 305



acres in Skippack and Perkiomen Townships in Lancaster County PA from her brother
Richard Janson per his 1767 will. In 1788, a portion of that land was sold by the executors

of Ann Nedrow’s estate to support her minor children.?

John Keyser appears in these tax records for Roxborough Township, Philadelphia

County:
Tax Records for John Keyser, Roxborough Township, Philadelphia County PA%'
Year Trade Tax and Details
1779 Assessed £900 taxed £13.10.0
1780 Cordwainer Assessed £4200
Taxed £15.5.0
1782 Cordwainer 8 acres and dwelling, assessment
£200
1783 10 acres and dwelling, assessed £125
1785 Shoemaker 8 acres and dwelling
Assessed £138
1786 Shoemaker 10 acres and dwelling
Assessed £150
1787 John Keyser’s Estate | Assessed £160
Taxed £0.6.9
1789 John Keyser Assessed £183

There is a discrepancy between the Roxborough tax records and the 1788 deed of Mathias
Rasor. The 1787 tax record shows the land in Roxborough as in an estate, although the 1789
record for John Keyser does not mention the estate, and the January 1788 Rasor to
Rebecca Keyser deed appears to refer to John Keyser as living (no mention of deceased or
estate in connection with his name), although that could be a device to deny claims by
heirs of John Keyser other than Rebecca’s children from making a claim to Rebecca’s

lands.



Margaret Brunner nee Keyser and Henry Brunner had a daughter Anna Maria Brunner born
September 22, 1777 and baptized November 2, 1777 at the German Reformed Church of
Germantown PA.22 Thomas Keyser is recorded in the Keyser Family Bible as having been born
February 22, 1765 to Rebecca Keyser, (no father mentioned), and that he married Susanna Weaver

September 14, 1788.%3

On March 5, 1813, John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown, sold 12 acres of land in
Roxborough Township to Henry Brunner and John Brunner, both Blacksmiths of Germantown, for

$533.33.4

The 1777 landowners map application for West Philadelphia shows this 12 acre parcel in
Roxborough Township owned by John Keyser Cordwainer of Germantown. The property was

acquired by him in 1775:%




Summary of Evidence for the Identity John Keyser, Tanner, Cordwainer, and
Shoemaker of Germantown PA

e 1775 deed of Jacob and Margaret Keyser to Mathias Rasor identifies John Keyser,
Tanner of Germantown as the son of Jacob and Margaret Keyser.

e 1788 deed of Matthias Rasor to John and Rebecca Keyser of Roxborough Township,
Philadelphia County identifies John’s trades as Tanner and Cordwainer. This deed
established a trust for Rebecca and her children regarding property that Rebecca
inherited from her mother Ann Nedrow.

e 1788 will of Rebecca Keyser names her children as Margaret Brunner, Mary Keyser,
Thomas Keyser, and Anna Keyser. Her husband is not mentioned in her will.

e Margaret Brunner nee Keyser and Henry Brunner had a daughter baptized in 1777 at
the German Reformed Church of Germantown.

e John Keyser was taxed in Roxborough Township in the period 1780 — 1789. His trade
was variously listed as Cordwainer and Shoemaker.

e The map application of the landowners of West Philadelphia shows s 12 acre parcel
of land in Roxborough Township owned by John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown.
This property was acquired by him in 1775.

e John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown, sold 12 acres in Roxborough to Henry

Brunner (his son-in-law) and John Brunner in 1813.

John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown



John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown is identified in a 1758 deed as the son of Dirck
Keyser, deceased and Alice Keyser. Peter Keyser, Tanner is named as the brother of John Keyser.2
The will of Dirick Keyser, Cordwainer dated January 2, 1756 and proved February 4, 1756, names his
children as Alice, Hannah (Keyser), Elizabeth, wife of Andrew Wood, John, Peter, Dirick and

Michael. Wife Alice and sons John and Peter were named the executors of the will of Dirck Keyser.?

The will of John Keyser, Cordwainer of Philadelphia dated February 10, 1803 and probated

May 15, 1813 identifies these family members:

Wife Elizabeth

e Son Abraham

e Son Jacob

e Daughter Anna Weaver
e Son Charles

e Daughter Mary Heisler, wife of William Heisler

Executors were sons Jacob, Abraham, and Charles. Witnesses to the will were William Keyser and
Joseph Gorges.?® John Keyser, age 82 died May 2, 1813 is buried in the Germantown Mennonite

Cemetery in Germantown PA, the same cemetery where his father Dirck Keyser is buried.?”

The 1 acre parcel owned by John Keyser, Cordwainer in Germantown is shown below. The
metadata indicates this parcel was acquired by John Keyser in 1756. It is located on the corner of
current day Germantown Ave. and East Duval St. This location is about 1 mile northwest of

Germantown Friends School on Germantown Ave.



The 1782 tax record for John Keyser Cordwainer is consistent with the earlier tax records and

the 1777 owners map:

1782 Tax Records for John Keyser, Cordwainer,
Germantown, Philadelphia County PA3°
Name Details
John Keyser Cordwainer, 1 acre and dwelling

Same page as Benjamin, Joseph, Jacob Keyser’s estate and Hannah Keyser
Widow

The 1780 tax record for John Keyser, Cordwainer refers to his eligibility for a tax abatement. It is not

known why he qualified or why he refused it.

1780 Tax Records for John Keyser, Germantown, Philadelphia County PA3!

Name Details Which John Keyser

John Cordwainer, assessed 6200 Abated 1200, John Keyser, Cordwainer
Keyser Refused to qualify, taxed 30.0.0




John Keyser Cordwainer died May 2, 1813 and is buried in the German Mennonite Cemetery

in Germantown, the same cemetery where his father is buried.

Summary of Evidence for the Identity of John Keyser, Cordwainer of Germantown PA
e John Keyser Cordwainer of Germantown is identified in a 1758 deed as the son of
Dirck Keyser and his wife Alice.
e Johnis named as a son of Dirck Keyser in the latter’s 1756 will.
e The Germantown tax records for 1780 and 1782 show that John Keyser, Cordwainer
paid taxes in that town.
e John Keyser is buried in the German Mennonite Cemetery, the same cemetery

where his father is buried.

Eligibility of John Keyser, Cordwainer for Patriot Ancestor Status

The tax records for 1780 and 1782 provide evidence that John Keyser, Cordwainer
qualifies as a Patriot Ancestor by paying the supply taxes that supported the Patriot cause.
In addition, according to Daughters of the American Revolution records, John Keyser, born
c. 1732 Germantown died 1817 probably in Philadelphia County, served in Captain
Snyder’s Company of the Philadelphia Militia. His wife was identified as Rebecca Nedrow
and the line of descent to DAR members were through their daughter Margaret.*? John
Keyser the Tanner married a woman named Rebecca. Rebecca Keyser’s 1788 will names
her daughter as Rebecca Brunner. This DAR records does however caution that there were
2 men named John Keyser in Germantown(although there were in fact 3 John Keysers in
Germantown in the Revolutionary era), indicating that confusion of identity is a concern in
this instance. Examination of the available records will enable a conclusion supported by

evidence to be reached regarding John Keyser of the Philadelphia County Militia.



Philadelphia County Militia Records

Men with the Surname Keyser Who Served in Captain Christian Snyder’s Company
2" Battalion of the Philadelphia County Militia

Name/Dates Tax Burial®® Keyser Line of Descent?®’

Life, Service® Records®

Benjamin 1779-1783 Germantown | Grandson of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 —1724)
Keyser Germantown | Mennonite Son of Jacob Keyser (1710 -1781)
(—-1808) 1787-1789

1777 Philadelphia

Derick Keyser | 1769-1789 Germantown | Grandson of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 —1724)
Tanner Germantown | Brethren Son of Dirck Keyser (1702 - 1756)
(1737-1810)

Nov 20, 1778
Jacob Keyser 1769 - 1787 unknown Son of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 — 1724)
Cordwainer Germantown

(-1781)

1777
Jacob Keyser 1769 - 1787 unknown Grandson Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 —1724)
Jr., Mason Germantown Son of Andrew Keyser (1703 - 1776)

(-1786)

1777
John Keyser, 1769-1789 Germantown | Grandson of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 — 1724)
Cordwainer Germantown | Mennonite Son of Dirck Keyser (1702 - 1756)

(-1813)

Nov 20, 1778
Joseph Keyser | 1774-1783 unknown unknown

Cooper Germantown

Captain
Joseph Keyser | 1779-1793 unknown Grandson of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 —1724)
Private Germantown Son of Jacob Keyser (1710 -1781)
Shopkeeper

(-1793)

Peter Keyser 1769-1789 Germantown | Grandson of Pieter Dirck Keyser (1676 —1724)
Tanner Germantown | Brethren Son of Dirck Keyser Jr. (1702 - 1756)
(1736-1819)
William Keyser | 1769-1787 unknown Grandson of Dirck Keyser Jr. (1702 — 1756)
Tanner Germantown Son of Andrew Keyser (1703 - 1776)

(- 1786)




Eight of the nine men with the surname Keyser who served in Christian Snyder’s
company were descendants of Pieter Dirck Keyser Sr. of Germantown. Christian Snyder,
the company commander, also lived in Germantown. Germantown tax records show that
the Keysers and Christian Snyder were listed close together. The 1774 tax record for
Germantown shows Jacob, Benjamin, Jacob Jr., Joseph, Derrick, and John Keyser (6 of the 8
descendants of Pieter Dirck Keyser who served in Snyder’s Company) on the same page

with Christian Snyder.



7 0//1(0/‘/7440% /m, ‘

7O Ceeaeq Gar ol y&éa(ﬂm; /21 . 71 4 — /0ﬂ(1,/ Lan ol pAl‘(/[//’ Lo ) // / ‘l/z""‘)

L 50re, M0 -

! 7 //%///)Am %ﬁz/wg)\ '

] L2 cteres Sovriot ¥Bevelbony . 16 ol _

&CO%% (S e e ’. @ /0 6\ L
‘_,___’_—

QReres Gz p/g/@u/(/’/u/ /2. QCZ"/?. \(1/) )

/&’LU . .
| é &/4/2 4/4’74/%. GBS

f e e Lorr d‘g/ACU/(IU 9 o\ O

¢ 70 .(()2

Pl d ‘(,9/77% (//07ﬂ >/ﬂc«9w “
255 ﬂ(pfm” x/%/”r/« 20 cxeneq Lo Blsetliny. 14 D P

¢ 27&1'41/ a/na(%wl//w; 74N 7‘/2 \ 2 Horter s 2Gwr o - - - /}—
\ S Brges. LUnen r @zg‘ /70| &\ —

£20. %lj’laaj a// /fAL—i,

/( nzfixy_WM’éfﬁ/ //&/%)\ \ |

|
|

%TQJ&//%)/Q//(/%/% \ \ \ \/// \(Srrestian ﬁz(&/ﬂ ufw
,3 ?/ ;/20/7?/% %?/7 ////y /447%

\ I,‘Z{)/I( res R r/ydfu(//u/ 28\ 15—
\ ‘ 2 orrer. LUner ~ -~ - ,/.__‘
l‘ §z/40 p/’Aaa(q/;/n(o/&z K2 VA 24‘

1 /2 (»((1/41/1//(,(&0(//)///40 Jo. éxr__,_

Z /)/i///%/w tﬁ/wfl/%\ \ ‘ Z 47—

'\ [ \
Z | g/w/ hriren W(% \ ‘ 40 Goonand. %&17(&4@%{/
‘ﬁ/:p(/m//ﬂ(//a/;,, L%/f &t/%d/ll \i Jf{)’rzq%nz{}@ro(ffu 7 AN Z,?‘ /4—-

* \
4 .:.// o h S rirtopidien LU //‘ ‘ /4 Hovier 2w - V/
’ / g pluct V‘ ‘ // 0/?;&,%,419.“ oot &’41.‘.7.\[/2_.

,,:;% /2.f AN
%«/(8 /9»0(/(:(4/)); %ﬂﬂ// Avieg Jued ./2.];’;‘-—

‘ " TR A
Fﬁ%ﬂé(% i//e’”y/m ﬂm, u‘ 1 = 047(/ 37.;//5~
&5 of Coellecrr Eutes” s+ <} ,(p \ %A{/{/

1) , L_.—,
/06’0’!1/%”0/ / J"l
/W[)II(’ . 1
@./2 /0. /'/l/((o/l/f/ 785 s is w;’.\/o/—
#29.. S L. of el /m//} /6. // L,

19/()///'/1( ;{(( . \ Rrylne

\ B = /J,_ g[ o//mzz/v%/zom/eoﬂ / 4——

o | FB413. 4
/ \( %((/é/////(///l//l ), /“ )| /L?/ﬂ I{()ooc/(l't/'l/ .~!_2.L___/

1Cno . .|. .}|0- 54'( 33;3.;—

FE = | |
ﬁ //{(%az/ el ‘ %adﬂf%ﬁéﬁzl%"’]

\ l




Another correlation within these records is that the 8 Keysers and Christian Snyder
were all involved in the related trades of Tanner, Skinner, and Cordwainer, making it more
likely that they interacted with each other regularly. The records found of the 8 Keyser men
who served in the Philadelphia County Militia support the conclusion that the John Keyser
who served was John Keyser, Cordwainer.

Conclusion

The 3 men named John Keyser who lived in Germantown PA in the Revolutionary era
are clearly distinguishable due to the records identifying their respective trades. Each of
the 3 are also qualified to be considered Patriotic Ancestors due to the records showing
them paying supply taxes in the period 1779 — 1783. The John Keyser who served in Captain

Snyder’s Company of the Philadelphia Militia was John Keyser, Cordwainer.
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